reading room
Plano author
spawns urban
fantasy series
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t’s no grave secret that America’s youth
have been bitten by the vampire bite since
the release of Twilight and The Vampire
Diaries. Well, beware! The Sabina Kane
series, written for a mature audience,
promises a heart-stopping journey into the
paranormal realm. The second book in the
Author Jaye Wells. Profile photo
series, The Mage in Black, releases April 1.
Written by Plano author Jaye Wells, the
series spotlights Sabina Kane, a half-vampire, half-mage assassin who is caught in
the middle of a brewing war between two races, vampires and mages. (Mages are
magicians.)
“Coming from mixed blood, Sabina is an outcast and she is thrown into a profession
that marginalizes her,” said the author. “Assassins are enforcers under the control of
the Dominae. When Sabina is asked to kill someone—a friend of hers—she begins
questioning her loyalty to the Dominae. Will Sabina join the mages? Book 2, The Mage
in Black, is the fallout of her decision.”
The Sabina Kane series falls under the urban fantasy genre, and while sparks fly
between Sabina and a mage, the author explained that her books are not romance
novels. “In a romance, you have a happily-ever-after and some of the characters that are
mentioned in the first book are probably mentioned in more detail in the next; whereas
in urban fantasy, readers follow one story over a span of books. Sabina Kane is the main
character in Book 1 as she is in books 2 and 3.”
To better understand the context of Sabina’s story and her dysfunctional family
history, Wells recommends reading Book 1, Red-headed Stepchild.
The urban fantasy genre grabbed Wells for its compelling mix of folklore and
mythology set in modern day reality. At first, the author had hesitations about writing
books about vampires because she didn’t want people to presume she was dark and
Gothic. “Obviously I’m not,” she said. “I’m a mom to a 7-year-old and I live in the suburbs.”
Wells has lived in Plano for five years. She worked for a publishing company writing
and editing magazines before switching to fiction. “I talked about writing fiction forever
and I finally did,” she said.
Wells credits her art history degree from Southern Methodist University for the
symbolism found in her books. For example, the vampires in the Sabina Kane series all
have red hair, which is taken from folklore and the Bible. “After Cain killed Abel, he was
punished by God and sent out to wander alone for the rest of his days,” said Wells. “God
marked Cain so that no one would kill him, thus he regained his immortality in a sense.
People debate what this mark actually was. Some say it was red hair.…”
Because Sabina comes from mixed blood, she has black hair with red streaks. She also
has an 8-pointed star birthmark, another symbolic trait. “The number 8 represents rebirth
and regeneration,” says Wells, then jokes, “I had it first.” (Wells has a tattoo of the star.)
The author’s wit is conveyed in her books through funny one-liners from Sabina’s
minion Giguhl, a scaly green demon with horns. “Giguhl gets the best lines,” said Wells.
“He keeps the plot from getting too heavy.” (You can follow Giguhl on twitter.com/
giguhl. No joke.)
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Whom does the author credit for her
wicked sense of humor? “i made a pact
with the devil,” she teased. “My dark
master feeds me witty lines through my
dental fillings.”
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everting back to the recent hype
about vampire books and movies,
perhaps Wells explains it best by
examining her own writing: “i use very
potent metaphors to address the human
fear of death. Because vampires are
immortal, they’re fascinating archetypes
and people are drawn to that forbidden
side,” she said.
“Plus, these kinds of stories are
giving us new fairy tales. We’re taking
these fantastical elements and super
powerful beings and putting them in our
modern-day world. if you like stories
about personal growth, if you like a love
interest, if you like a thriller plot, that’s
all there. That’s why i like writing urban
fantasy. There’s no formula to it. i let my
imagination run wild.”
for more information on Jaye Wells,
visit jayewells.com. She will be a panelist
at ConDfW, a literary science fiction and
fantasy convention february 12–14 at the
Crowne Plaza Suites Hotel in Dallas. —
brit mott
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Hong Davis, M.D.

• Annual Physicals

Family Practice Center
US Aging Management Medical Center

• Sports Physicals

Weight Management
Diplomate of American Academy of Family Physician
Member of American Board of Anti-Aging Medicine
Affiliated with Cenegenics
Medical Institute of Age Management
Over 20 years of clinical experience

• All disease & illness
prevention and
treatment
• Physical/Massage
Therapy
• Vitamin Testing
• Food Allergen Testing
• Acne Treatment

Elinda (Ellen) Hernandez MA,MS,RN,FNP-C
Chunxia (Spring) Wu MS,RN,FNP-C

• Labs / EKG / X-ray
• Hearing & Vision Test
• Pulmonary Function
Test

• Aging is inevitable but
how you age can be
controlled.

• Bone Density
• Nerve Conducting
Study

• Ask Aging Management
Specialist Dr. Hong
Davis, M.D. for help!

• Cardiovascular
Diagnostic
• Anti-aging Medicine

Bio-identical Hormone Replacement Treatment and Weight Management are self pay
services and are not billed to any government or private insurance programs

6300 Stonewood Drive Ste # 202
Plano,Texas 75024

• Bio-identical HRT
• Weight Management
• Botox and Restylane

Hours: Monday-Friday 08:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

• Drug Addiction
Treatment

Phone: 972.867.5888 • Fax: 972.867.4888

for $15 off!
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Plano Profile Readers:

★ Traditional camp activities. Horse back riding, challenge
course, water skiing, scuba diving and much,much more.

★ 1-2-3 week sessions June - August, on our beautiful 2,000 acre ranch.
★ Air conditioned cabins & home-cooked food.
★ Facilities available for retreats, reunions, meetings, and more.

Camp Coyote

From The Mage in Black
I was turning toward the front
of the store when three redheads
came around the back of Adam’s
car. My heart sputtered and then
kicked into overdrive. How’d they
find me so fast?
…After a few days on the road
with no sign of trouble, I’d grown
complacent, and now I was about
to fight three assassins armed with
nothing but the pair of apple wood
chopsticks that held my hair back.
Awesome.
The mortal man behind the
counter wore a red smock with a
name tag that read “Darrell.” …I
flashed my fangs and pulled him
bodily across the counter. “Get the
hell out of here!”

• School Physicals

P.O. Box 276 ★ Huntsville, Tx 77342
1-800-677-CAMP
www.campcoyote.com

Assisted Living Community
in the Heart of Plano
A Ministry of Collin Creek Community Church Day Spring is an
intimate assisted living community, nestled in the heart of residential Plano. Offering warm, inviting interiors; service-oriented convenience; all this and a positive spiritual environment are just a few
of the reasons our residents choose Day Spring as their home.

Call today for your complimentary tour.

972-769-1109 or 888-557-3019
License # 030165
Located on Cheyenne Trail just north of Collin Creek Community Church
February 2010 Plano Profile 87

